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ERGYMEN AND OFFICIALS AROUSED BY THE GREER CASE
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corroborated every
detSiToF tl.it of her sister, but she
added

"I was anxious to know where A-
lbert did set that money, so after we
weic sent from the room I slipped
around to a side,door and looked on
until Mrs. Greer grave out and didn't
have strength enough to go on. Al-

bert vraa so done up Mrs. Greer had
to hdld him up by his two hands
while she struck him across the back."

Albert, she said, finally told Mrs. J

Greer that he had taken the meney
from another boy's pocket-- .

"He didn't tell her that until Mrs.
Greer told him that Mr. Greer was
going to kill him when he got home
If he didn't tell." the witness added.

J. E. Peterson, one of the two Dis-

trict labor inspectors, was one of the
last witnesses called by the District
before Attorney George P. Barse an-

nounced that the District's case was

Peterson told of his inspection of
the Greer home after charges of vio-

lation of the child labor law had been
made against Mr. and Mrs. Greer.

"I have seen the little children
from Greer's bakery come out and sit
on ray automobile and gnaw on bones
they got from the Greer kitchen.

"They were poorly clothed, ragged,
and dirty. They appeared cold and
hungry and always seemed to be
overworked.

"I have, never seen them well
dressed, not even during the bitter
cold spell earlier in the winter."

, This was the sworn testimony of
a. lawyer F. D. Davison, of 1112 East
Capitol street, who for the last two
years has kept two of his automobiles
in the Greer garage at the rear of
the home of Mr. and Mrs. V. A.
Greer, 116 Twelfth street northeast.

In the course of the .examination
of Mr. Davison to Juvenile Court last
night, where the Greers are facing
charges of providing improper homes

. for several orphan children, the
lawyer-witne- ss declared that he was
so moved to pity by the children's
condition that he did what he could
to relieve them.

"I often gave them nickels and
, dimes when they came around," Mr.

Davison said.
Xelshbor Tells Same Story.

A neighbor of the Greers, William
! T. Hammack, who resides at 134

Eleventh street jiortheast. at the rear
of the Greer bakery, gave substan-
tially the same testimony.

Asked by Corporation Counsel If he
had. noticed the clothes worn by the
Greer bakery children, Mr. Ham- -
mack said;

"They di& not appear to me t be
. well-clothe- d. I noticed this particu-
larly during the cold weather earlier
in the season.

"Frequently, I saw the girls in xhe
?lley. or In the street, wearing no
coats 6r outer garments. Thoy ivore
fchort-sleev- ed affairsi the sante as
they wore inside the house.

"I remarked to several persons at
the time about- - it. On one occasion I
mw the little boys from the bakery
going down the street. They had on
no coats, and I don't think they even
had on hats. The day was bitterly
cold. Behind them walked the girls.
"JT-.e- wore the same light clothing I
hed seen them wearing when I had
looked through the windows and seen
thern working in the bakery."

Swore at Laughter.
Mr. Hammack told of passing the

c reer home some time ago and hear-
ing Mr. Greer swearing at the girls.

"I heard the girls laughing and
talking inside the house." the witness
said. "Mr. Greer was in the aliey
preparing to leave in his automobile.
He swore at them and then told them
tx "Shut up or I will come in there
rnd shut you up." They ceased
lAughing."

"I have never at any time seen
those children well clad." he con-- t

nued. "They wore on Sundays Just
v. hat they wore on week days."

Labor Inspector Peterson said that
he was accompanied on his visft to
1 he Greer bakery by Mrs. Mina C. Van
"Winkle, police woman.

"Several children were present
hen wc wont into the bakery." Mr.

J'eterson said. "tt'c asked them
tiity had labor permits. All of mJ
answered in the negative. I

Care Older Ages.
"When wc asked their ages, they

srave ages older than they later ad-

mitted were correct."
Mrs. Van Winkle had previously

testified that she heard both Mr. and
Mrs. Greer whispering to the chil-
dren to "say sixteen years old."

The Labor Inspector told of his in i

spection of the sleeping quarters of J

The children.
"We had to climb up a perpendicu- -

;r ladder and crawl through a trap
.oor to enter the boys' rooms, he said.

"There were six beds or cots In
tli room. They were very close tot-et-

her. There was no stove or heat-
ing apparatus in the room.

"In the girls' room, there were
seven little iron cots very close to-
gether. There were some girls in
there very busily engaged in clean-.n- g

up."
Made .Several VIkMs.

On cross-examinati- on Peterson
.

.aid he had been to the Grccr home
several times.

Asked why he did not take action,
1 e said he did not know there were'
thiidren working in the bakery under

years old. His concern, he
.aid. was for children under sixteen.

The District rested its case at 7:32
o'clock. Assistant Corporation Coun-- rl

Hobert P. Barse reserving the
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No Child Should Be Sent
To a Home Without a
Thorough Investigation

By REV. HUGH T. STEVENSON, .

Bethany Baptist Church. - .

Home is the ideal environment for he. development
of a child. The interests of society are wrapped up in
the moulding of the character of the young ilfe which
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be train-
ing of child in an in-

stitution because
cannot be preserved,

environment
should be one which
preserve the- - spirit of

Personally I prefer
to institution a
home rather an or-

phanage, so domi-
nant purpose always
be kept before re-

sponsible manage-
ment as a center of Chris- -

culture.
Aside from the religious training, which the

foundation of noble character, provision must
proper physical and mental training the

orphan
There much be said favor placing chil-

dren homes where children desired. No child
should ever allowed by any orphanage children's
organization sent during plastic period of child

into home where desired profit
child's labor. The acceptance references and state-
ments persons whom applicant has referred the
authorities the children's institution par, without

personal investigation by officers mistake.
some instances blunder and crime because

takes from the child opportunity for all-rou- nd de-

velopment its character and talents.

right recall certain witnesses
could present night.

Before calling witness
defense, counsel Greers moved

dismissed.
Attorney David argued

Congress creatine- - Juvenile
accused

Jury.
present? action

prosecution, such, de-
fendant should entitled
jury.

Denies Dismissal Slotlon.
asked ruling

motion dismissal de-
nied," Judge Kathryn Sellers.

defense noted exception.
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Contradicts Dorothy Hnrraer.
Dorothy Harmer's statement

earlier
properly clothed conflict

seamstress tes-
tified

"I.ast July counted twenty-thre- e
dresses Dorothy

Hnrraer there."
"How long that?" counsel

asked.
"About half,"

answer.
Asked describe

drepes. said:
"Well, white organdie
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voile, beautiful
numerous other dresses

Sunday dresses work
dresses."
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ton testified, "all the girls had pretty
gingham, lawn and poplin dresses."

Usually she made silk dresses for
the girls at Easter.

Say Meals Were Good.
"Were you present when the chil-

dren ate their mealsT the "witness
was asked.

"Yes. For breakfast they had meat,
gravy, hot biscuit, coffee and oat-
meal, and there was enough for all,"
she replied.

For lunch, she said, they had bread.
(butter, jelly, or apple sauce, and
sometimes tomatoes and vegetables
from the Groer farm in Virginia.

She said the children were served
tne same menu as that served the
Greers.

The witness was asked if the chil-
dren were furnished towels.

"yes." she replied. "I stitched their
initials in many of them."

Towels Offered In Evidence.
A bundle of clean towels was then

offered, as 'evidence. She identified
several of them as bearing initials
made by her.

The towels bore the initials of some
of the children recently taken from
the Greer home, who have testified
that they had no towels, but used
their jackets, caps, or anything that
came handy, in drying their faces and
hands.

On cross-examinatio- n, Mrs. Chiver-
ton was again asked to Identify the
towels. She claimed she put the
initials on them last fall when sev-
eral boys arrived from Philadelphia.

Attorney Barse asked the witness
If the towels had ever been washed.
She said she did not know.

"Do they appear to you as if they
had been washed since those initials
were sewed In them?" asked me at
torney.

"Oh, I guess so." she said. "You
see. I did not have anything to do
with them after they left me.

SaW Children WItb Towel.
"Do you know whether the chil

dren ever had them or not?" de
manded the attorney.

"I have seen them going to bathe
with towels on their arms that I had
worked on," she replied.

Asked how she thought the Greer
treated the children, she answered:

"Thf Oreers saw that the children
were properly clothed, fed and given
medical attention. Thy took an in-

terest in them and tried to bring them
up as if they were their own children,
so as-- to make pood citizens if them

Asked about Mary McKnight. who
claims she was detained against her
will In the Greer homo for fourteen
years, and is now planning to sue for
wages and damages for that period
of time. Mrs. Chiverton said:

"Mary McKnight was there before
I waa. She left a few months ago,
however.

Wan Frail Girl.
"Mary wan rather frail and every

year she had a spell of sickness. A

doctor was always called and she
was given medical attention. Sh
was not allowed to do anything but
light work."

The court afked the witness what
she considered "light work."

"Well, she made 'Sunshine' cakes,
picked raisins, cracked nuts, and did
such work as that," the witness
answered.

Mrs. Chiverton said Mrs. Greer
looked after Miss McKnight, and
when the girl was ill "went up to her
room threr or four times a day or
sent one of the girls up to see how
she was getting along."

Several photographs were offered
as evidence. One of them was a
group picture of several girls, form-
erly at the bakery.

'Tea. I remember all those girls.
There are eleven dresses I can see
there that I made," the witness said.

Mrs. Chiverton was asked If she
did not grow so nervous over the

Children's Council to Consider
the Strange Case of the

Bakery Children

By STEPHEN E. KRAMER,

'Assistant Superintendent of Schools and President of the
Children's Council.

44 All social workers of the city are following with
increasing interest the stories in The Times of the strange
case of the bakery children. I have no official report on
the case, and know nothing fnore than The Times has
printed, but it suggests things that the Children's Coun-

cil should consider.
"At our monthly meeting on "Wednesday next, I

will have the case up for discussion. Some of our mem-

bers are already taking an active interest inthe matter.
"The council is made up of representatives of all

the social agencies in the District. It is a sort of clearing
house where all phases of child welfare are considered.

"If reports are true, this is a case that should affect
one way or another every social agency in the District."

Question of Child Placing Most
Important

By REV. J, HENNING" NELMS,
Pastor of the Church of the Ascension.

'
"While I am unfamiliar with the Greer case, the

statements, as published in The Times proves that this
city needs immediate and adequate laws for child-placin- g.

"The only solution to the problem in my mind is to
build institutions in which to place the hundreds of
orphans. Such institutions are needed and needed badly.

'I have been a strong advocate for the building of
such institutions for many years. Anything I can do for
the children I do it gladly. I will preach from the pul-

pit on the necessity of the immediate building of insti-

tutions and stand ready to join any movement in better-
ing conditions.

"Truly the situation is critical and should demand
immediate action, To my mindvthe question of child-placin- g

is a, most important question and should receive
immediate attention, for it concerns the welfare of our
country's future citizens."

beating administered Albert Wilson
two months ago that she was forced
to get up and go home.

"Such things always make mc nerv-
ous," she said. "1 was about ready
to go home anyway. It was not ihe
whipping that made mc leave. I did
not see Mrs. Greer strike the boy but
two blows. Then I left. I don't
know what took place later."

Attorney Barse asked Mrs. Chiver-
ton about her assertion that the
Greers frequently brought in loads
of fruit and produco from the Greer
farm.

She said it was true.
"The food was kept in the refrig-

erator?"
"Yes" the witness answered.

Refrlegrator Locked.
"Was there a lock on it?" ihs at-

torney asked.
"I believe there was," she replied.
"Did the Greers keep it locKed?"

was the next query.
"i think they did. at leapt at

night." was the answer.
Attorney Barse icopened the dis-

cussion of "Dorothy Harmer's twenty-t-

hree dresses." which Mrs. Chlver
ton claimed she made for her in a
year and. a half. She stuck to her
story.

"Didn t Dorothy and other girls i

.there go to the drug store andi
get morphino for you?" asked the'
attorney.

"No. sir." the witness answered.
"Don't you use the needle?" was

the next shot fro mtlio attorney.
Uaes Migraine Tablet.

"So, 1 use migraine tablets." she
replied.

"Why?" sho waa asked.
"On a doctor's order, to allay the

pain in the losions in my back," she
said.

She said she had been using mi-
graine tablets "for a year or two."

Asked If she had not Wt the em-
ploy of Mrs. Grrer, sho said she quit
some time ago because she wanted
higher wages. "She let mo rome
back at my own price." the witness
added.

On redirect examination it was
brought out that Mrs. Chiverton suf-
fered injury to her bark several
years ago. She said she was partially
paralyzed as a result.

"By using a couple of migraine tab-
lets the pain in tho lesions in my
back is eased," she said.

nnrrrlrd With Dorothy Harmer.
The witness testified that she had

had trouble with Dorothy Harmer be-

cause she reported Dorothy for say-
ing that Mrs. Greer was a "deceiver,
fool, liar and thief."

"Dorothy later came Into the room
and said. 'Anybody who says I called
,Mrs. Greer those names Is a liar,' "
airs. Chiverton Bald.

"I told Mrs. Greer one of us would
have to leave."

"Who left?" asked Attorney Davis.
"Dorothy did." was the reply.
The trial is to be resumed this after-

noon at 1 o'clock.
It appears probable thai Mr. and Mr.

Greer will not take the stand In their
defense until some time, next week.
There are a number of character wit-
nesses to be called by the defense

PRESIDENT WIAY NOT

MAKE SECOND TRIP

(Continued from First Page.)
created to take care of the lesser
questions, leaving the peace bureau
free to center lt3 attention on only
the broad lines of the settlement and
to make decisions on the findings of
the committees.

With all these committees function-
ing simultaneously a pace could be
maintained that would bring the
signing of the treaty several weeks
nearer than was believed possible.

Tile strain of his intensive applica-
tion to work for ten hours a day is
telling on the President. The last
few days, during which he fought
consistently against tho policy of
spoliation, were particularly trying.
Despite the fact he is working longer
and harder than at any time since he
assumed office, the President con-
tinues to urge a "hurry-u- p' policy
and find means for carrying It out.

PUT OFF PEACE SESSION
TO SPEED UP WORK ON

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

PARIS. Feb. 1. The usual plenary
session was postponed today to per-
mit the peace bureau to speed up
action on the framework for theLeague of Nations.

President Wllaon conferred with
Lord Cecil and General Smuts until
lato last night, comparing the Ameri-
can plan for the league of nations
with their rerpcctlve outlines, that
the whole proposition may be put In
shape for presentation to the peace
congress net week

The belief was expressed in certainquartets that demonstration of the
practicability of the league, as
evinced in several recent decisions
by the bureau, would hasten agree-
ment on the detail of its make up.
The German colonial question was
virtually settled In accordance withprinciples of the league. Previously
tho bureau had acted in the capacity
of an association of nations In warn-
ing central and eastern European
countries to cease warring over dis-
puted territories. The bureau as-
sumed a (.miliar capacity yesterday
when It decided to send delegates to
3trajghten out the argument between
the Czechs and the Poles over posses-
sion of thai rich industrial district.

A queer tangle has developed In
tho relations of the Czechs and Pole?,
in that their representative are sit-
ting at the same peacp conference to
arrange a treaty with a common
enemy, yet there are outbursts of
lighting between their own troops
over the question of readjustments of
their new boundaries. A temporary
settlement by the allied commission
will be followed by final settlement
by the league of nations, when the
fatter institution is formally estab-
lished,

Dependent Children and
Orphans Should Not Be

Farmed Out to Work
By MGR. C. P. THOMAS,

Eector of St. Patrick's Church.

"I have for a long time been opposed to placing
orphans, or dependent children, in the care of private
families. J. nave come

across so- - many instances
of neglect and want of

proper care of such chil-

dren. The heads of our
Catholic institutions for
orphans are very loath and
slow" to put out orphans in
any kind of families.

"It is a very rare family
that can treat those chil-

dren properly. They are
disposed to make them
drudges and give them very
little of the better things
of life. I believe that or-

phans are better cared for
in our Catholic institutions
because they are there pre THOMAS.

pared work wlien they are judged competent to look
out for themselves. There, is no more love, considera-
tion, or attention paid to them than our Sisters and
Brothers bestow, because they are animated by a high,

'
super-natura- l, and Christian spirit. .

'" "The Washington Times is to" be commended in
originating a movement to better living conditions of
such unfortunate children and to wipe out altogether
the iniquities of this system of 'farming out' orphans
and dependent children."
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THREE HURT WHEN

CM IS WAGON

Three men "were injured today
when a wagon In which they were
riding was struck byar street car of
the Washington Railway and Elaetrle
Company at Four-and-a-h- alf street
and Missouri avenue northwest.

The men are Anastasiqa Goergaa-tu- e,
thirty-seve-n years old. of 269

northeast; Oar falia. Chlporolns,
forty-thre- e years old, of 300 Joha
Marshal place northwest, and Kleoa
D. Fokipes. twenty.-on- e years old. of
200 John Marshal place northwest.
All were taken to Casualty Hospital.

An automobile operated by Malcdsib
Dougherty, twenty-on- e yers eld, of
Cherrydale, Va.. collided with, an au-
tomobile owned by Robert Conalek.
of 528 Ninth street northwest, whlek
was standing tn front of 1118 B street
northeast today. Both were
badly damaged.

Slight damage resulted waea aa
automobile operated, by Barry Feast-e- r.

of 225 Seventh street northeast,
collided with an automobile
by Mrs. Bessie Tyler, of 223 B street
northeast, at Third and C streets
northeast last night.

James Goldlngr. 133S Union street
northwest, was Injured on the body
yesterday when he was thrown from
the bicycle he was riding: whe nit was
struck by an unidentified automobile
at Twelfth and G streets northwest.

PHONE PROFITEERS
ARE DENIED SERVICE

Postmaster General Burleson issued
an order yesterday discontinuing the
telephone service' of hotels, apart-
ment houses, clubi and similar Instl- -

I tutlons In New York city which
j charge guests, tenants, or members
I for telephone messages an amodnt la
t excess of that charged for the sasae

service at tne pudiic pay stauoas in
the same exchanges.

Mr. Burleson's order waa embodied
in a telegram to Union N. Betas,
chairman of the Government tele-
graph and telephone operating board
at New York.

The hotels were-chargin-g instead
of 5 cents--.
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